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Question 3
Question three is worth six marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, comment on and 
analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, 
using relevant subject terminology to support their views. The most notable feature of this 
question is that it asks candidates to comment upon both language and structure. The mark 
scheme is split into three levels of two marks each with the instruction that, ‘responses 
that are unbalanced cannot access Level 2 or above.’ This is an important feature and one 
that centres should be aware of. However candidates should use the mark tariff as a guide 
about how much to write in response in this question and it is quite possible to attain all 
six marks in the one page provided in the answer booklet and there is an example of just 
such a response below. It was a feature of some responses in the summer 2017 paper 
that candidates spent too long responding to question 3 at the expense of later questions 
on the paper. In order to access the marks in levels two and three, it is not necessary 
for the language and structure comments to be equally weighted, only that the answer 
must contain an analysis of both. Stronger answers were those that offered an analysis of 
both features and which were focused upon how these were used to show the narrator’s 
thoughts and feelings. Weaker responses wrote about only language or structure or only 
offered comments upon features and did not clearly explain the effects that the writer had 
sought to achieve and were not able to to examine in detail those features and so reach the 
marks in levels two and three.
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An answer that successfully interweaves language and structure analysis; a wide range 
of thoughts and feelings has been identified with some subtle insights around the 
creation of perplexity.

The answer begins crisply without unnecessary introduction. Within the first two 
sentences this candidate has identified the feeling of intrigue, has identified the 
relevant language feature used to create this effect and is offering an analysis of 
how this is affecting the reader. This candidate is focused upon the question rather 
than simply amassing elements of language and structure and so it moves quickly 
on to another feeling, one of surprise, and offers a structural feature based on 
sentence length to support this point. Paragraph two moves the answer on to address 
perplexity which is a subtle insight and which is well supported with a language-
based feature of the text. The final section here shows the analysing how feelings of 
uncertainty have been created, supported by reference to the use of colons and lists 
as a structural feature. The final paragraph shows the candidate seeking to interpret 
the text further, though the claims made for alliteration were thought to be less 
convincing than its earlier analysis. That in no way detracts from an answer that clearly 
analyses both language and structure; includes features of vocabulary, sentence 
structure, punctuation and other language features. The answer selects references 
with discrimination and uses them to clarify the subtle and perceptive interpretations 
made. Above all else, this is an answer that is focused upon addressing the question 
and not merely feature-spotting elements of language and structure.

Examiner Comments

Always focus upon the question and 
recognise that language and structure are 
tools used by writers to achieve particular 
effects; they are not an end in themselves.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Question four is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates would be wise 
to ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question. This question tests candidates’ 
ability to evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations with appropriate textual 
rerences. The focus of evaluation is upon how well something has been achieved, not 
merely upon how it has been achieved; it is an assessment of the relative success of the 
writer rather than simply an explanation of the techniques that have been used. It is true 
that in order to offer a meaningful evaluation one must be able to show a well-informed 
understanding of the text and be able to support this with close reference to the text.

The focus of this question was upon the creation of an atmosphere of mystery. Once again, 
candidates must focus upon the question asked if they are to be successful. Better answers 
offered wide-ranging evaluations that were closely focused upon the Assessment Objective 
and which used apt text selection to support the points being made. Weaker answers were 
often brief and showed only a partial understanding of the text, which limited their ability to 
evaluate how successfully the writer had achieved those effects.
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This an answer which shows a sustained focus on the demands of 
the question. Textual references are used in a discriminating fashion, 
for example, the comment towards the end about her ‘uncertain’ and 
‘nervous demeanour’ which is juxtaposed with comments about her 
actually initiating the conversation with the narrator. There is a strong 
sense of evaluation throughout. Evaluative language is used directly in the 
opening paragraph and the subtle and perceptive section about the moon 
on the second page of the answer is well focused and concludes with an 
evaluation of the technique. This candidate is able to offer alternative 
interpretations such as the effect created by the use of the alliterative 
‘remarkably rapid.’ It should also be noted that this answer covers a wide 
range of features and focuses doggedly upon the question as it seeks to 
evaluate how successfully the atmosphere of mystery is created rather 
than simply offering broader points about the writer’s technique. 

Examiner Comments

As you go through your answer, make sure 
that there are times when you are saying how 
well something has been done rather than 
just explaining how it has been achieved.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
The specification entitles this section, ‘Imaginative Writing’, and it is worth reminding 
yourself about the range of what that entails. There is no set text type for this section; 
candidates are expected to produce clear and coherent text and to write for impact. Each 
question tells candidates that their work will be marked for the accurate and appropriate 
use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar. The question is marked against 
two assessment objectives and does not include a separate mark for SPAG. The two 
assessment objectives are AO5 which assess how well candidates can communicate clearly, 
effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different 
forms, purposes and audiences; and in addition how well they organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion. 
That Assessment Objective is worth 24 of the 40 marks available. Assessment Objective 
6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how well candidates use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling 
and punctuation.

Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are recommended 
to spend 45 minutes on this section. One of the questions will always make reference to a 
pair of printed images and in this instance, this was question 5 where candidates were 
asked to write about a time when they met somebody new. There is a deliberate and 
thematic link to the text that has been read for Section A and this is intended to encourage 
and support candidates in their writing. Candidates are free to make use of the images, or 
not, as they choose. In the summer of 2017 question 5 was the more popular of the the 
two writing questions and seemed to draw upon the first of the two images with many 
candidates choosing to write about their first day at school or about meeting somebody 
who was new to their school. Most candidates were able to complete a piece of writing in 
the available time. For those who had not left sufficient time for the writing they should 
be aware that the mark scheme makes specific reference to structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and cohesion, therefore incomplete texts will not be able 
to access the full range of marks that is available for this question. There was a wonderful 
range of writing with many candidates creating a genuine connection with the reader, 
crafting a response that had emotional depth, accessible characters as well as a defined 
narrative structure. The question invites candidates to write about an experience that is real 
or imagined. Whichever is chosen, it is important that candidates remember the purpose 
of the writing task is to write clear and coherent texts and they should avoid the tendency 
to prioritise remaining true to a factual recount of a real incident over the opportunity to 
be creative in their imaginative use of language. Weaker answers were often incomplete, 
lacking in accuracy or assumed an understanding of character or setting that was not 
shared with the reader, making it difficult to fully engage with what was written.
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This answer was awarded full marks for each of the assessment objectives 
as it demonstrates a performance at the highest standards in the short 
time available within the examination. The response begins in a compelling 
way with a subtle patterning of simple and compound sentences that also 
involves the patterning of syllables between sentences. and the candidate 
is clearly aware of the reader. The single sentence, two word paragraph is 
the first indication of how effective this candidate controls the use of time 
and time shifts which add a further layer of interest for the reader. There 
is a humorous and powerful evocation of a teenage party which draws 
on a range of senses and demonstrates control of repetition and a wide 
vocabulary that is used to excellent effect in the balanced sentence, ‘The 
pungent stench of sweaty teenage boys battled with the sweet aroma of 
vain teenage girls.’ This candidate also makes very effective use of simple 
language where it is more appropriate, such as the simplicity of “I needed 
to meet her” in the midst of the metaphor of drowning in his own fear. The 
candidate uses a number of narrative hooks, such as that at the bottom of 
the second page. 

This is writing that is deliberately sophisticated in its control of structure, 
use of imagery, creation and sustaining of tension with a wide vocabulary 
that is used to excellent effect. This candidate always knows the effect 
that they are trying to achieve and shows an outstanding control of a wide 
range of writing techniques to achieve those effects.

Precise vocabulary has been chosen to ensure the reader is kept in 
suspense throughout and the suspense is then undercut by the use of 
bathos on more than one occasion on the final page of the answer. The 
final paragraph deserves attention as it draws the piece together, echoing 
as it does the opening paragraph in sentence structure and rhythm.

Examiner Comments

Think about how you want your 
reader to react to what you are 
writing and then choose the most 
appropriate means of achieving that 
effect, whether that is through your 
choice of vocabulary, use of particular 
punctuation or any other techniques.

Examiner Tip
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This answer was also awarded full marks for both assessment objectives but does so in a 
manner that is quite different to the previous example. It also creates a genuine sense of a 
meeting but in a less flamboyant manner but one which is equally impressive in its emotional 
depth and control.

It is interesting to note that this candidate has produced a detailed plan. Whilst it must be 
stressed that plans are not marked, it does demonstrate how well this candidate knows where 
their writing is going before they begin and also their ability to edit, as not all ideas from the plan 
appear in the answer. The response is carefully crafted, opening with the single line paragraph, 
‘To most I am a heartbreakingly boring person.’ The use of deliberate understatement and 
the unusual juxtaposition of heartbreakingly and boring combine well to engage the reader. 
Candidates need to appreciate how important it is to engage their readers quickly at the 
start of their writing, by whatever means they choose. Each paragraph of this reponse is well 
crafted, such as the second paragraph which deepens the character of the writer with its 
modest understatement and which deliberately builds up to the reveal, ‘I was adopted.’ This 
writer controls the passage of time well and candidates would do well to look at the paragraph 
openings to see how this shift in time is controlled from the flashback of “I still remember’ 
through “as the day progressed’ to “By the time I went to slip”. The reader is subtly guided in a 
temporal understanding that is used to enhance the emotional content of what is taking place. 
The first paragraph on page two shows an expressive and precise vocabulary at work from 
‘existential dread’ to the repeated ‘hyper-reality’ but it also knows when to make use of simple 
vocabulary for effect ending the paragraph with the deliberately simple and emotive, ‘what 
if they don’t like me?’. Candidates would also be advised to look at the manner in whch this 
candidate finishes their paragraphs. The rhetorical question mentioned above is followed in 
the next paragraph by the use of paired and deliberately simple sentences which carry a great 
sense of pathos. The next paragraph contains a subtle rearrangement of word order to create 
an emotional connection with the thoughts and feelings of the writer. The next paragraph ends 
with the use of zeugma, sometimes called syllepsis or parallelism where the candidate makes 
use of a single word to govern two parts of a sentence as in: ‘There was room in their home and 
their hearts for me,’ which is also alliterative for added impact. This answer is not error free but 
it is beautifully crafted in its evocation of the thoughts and feelings of the writer in the form of an 
internal monologue. The candidate avoids the need to offer any real description of the place or 
other people involved, as that is not the focus of the writing and neither is it what is engaging the 
reader. That is the subtle creation of the charatcer of the writer and an emotional investment in 
their experience. The answer has a confidence and quiet ability that can be seen in its control of 
vocabulary, sentences and textual structure that is of the highest order.

Examiner Comments

Know what you are going to write 
about and where your writing is 
going to end before you begin. 
That way, you are likely to create a 
greater sense of textual cohesion. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper summary
Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Read the passage in section A very carefully, identifying the different ways in which the 
writer has tried to engage you as the reader.

•	 Pay particular attention to the opening and closing of the text as these are important 
points for any writer and they will help you to see how the writer has shaped their text 
to initially gain the interest of the reader and then to leave them at a particular point.

•	 On question 3, try to cover points on both language and structure within the space 
you have been given and with a time allocation that is appropriate to the six marks the 
question offers. There is no need for an introduction or conclusion on this question. 

•	 Try to identify the different techniques that have been used by the writer and how 
successful you feel the writer has been.

•	 When you are writing, always think about your reader, what you want them to 
understand and how you want them to react at different parts of your writing; then 
choose the best words, phrases or techniques available to you to achieve those effects.

•	 Think carefully about how you will begin to write so that it is imaginative and engaging 
for your reader from the very start.

•	 As you begin to write, know where you will end. This will help you to write in a manner 
that is cohesive and coherent for your reader.

•	 Take care throughout with accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and grammar.

•	 Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number of marks 
available for each question as an indication of how long you should spend answering 
each question.




